A Happy New Year to all Friends of Poulton!

2005 has been a year of consolidation and appraisal, building on the strong foundation laid down during 2004.  On the academic front we have a mass of material undergoing intense scrutiny at the Universities of Liverpool and Sheffield.  We are awaiting their respective reports, which are imminent.  A more comprehensive newsletter will be circulated in due course.

The Project has also linked up with the University of Chester, which, for the first time, has established a single honours Archaeology course.  Several students have been volunteering and receiving training on site throughout the year.

Mike Emery has continued to run a series of courses at West Cheshire College in Chester, as well as giving a series of presentation to Historical and Archaeological Societies throughout the County and beyond.

Mike Emery and Alan Wilmshurst (Site Supervisor) have also been approached by the North Wirral Education Authority, to run a series of Archaeological Workshops, which will embrace eleven schools throughout the region.

Throughout the summer PRP has trained students from the Universities of Liverpool, Chester and Newcastle.  We have also continued to run training courses for CSI units (Crime Scene Investigation) from Cheshire, North Wales and Merseyside.  It is hoped that this will continue this summer.

Poulton also played an active part in “Time Team’s Big Roman Dig”, overseeing 11 small sites in the area.  These were located in gardens of houses in Poulton, Pulford and Eccleston.  Two provided evidence for a “lost” roman road; another yielded several sherds of roman pottery.  The excavations are obviously of major importance, as is PRP’s continuing commitment to education at all levels, and throughout the community.

The season’s excavation programme concentrated on part of the medieval graveyard, which yielded 56 graves.  Provisional dating has determined them to be from the period AD 1200-1550.  These will shortly be lodged with Liverpool University for detailed analysis and research.

An unexpected and exciting development was the recovery of human cremated bone and associated prehistoric pottery from the late bronze age period (c. 1500-900BC) in the graveyard.  This suggests that the Christian chapel graveyard was superimposed on a much earlier pagan burial ground.

The 2006 programme will attempt to determine the full extent of prehistoric activity in this area and its relations to the Bronze Age “ring ditch” cemetery excavated in 2004.  A second “ring ditch” will be opened this coming summer.

Channel 4’s “Time Team” sponsored a comprehensive geophysics programme during the summer.  This revealed that several more ring ditches are present, just below the surface.  Furthermore, they are surrounded by a massive enclosure ditch, usually associated with the sites of henges.

Such sites are common in the south and south west of Britain; only one other site has been positively identified in Cheshire!  

We have now established that a “Timber Henge”, with a massive central post, was erected 80 metres to the north of the medieval chapel site.  It was constructed c. 2500-1700BC.

Its function is, as yet, still open to question.  It is generally assumed such structures had a ritual or ceremonial purpose, often associated with the rising or setting of the Midwinter and Summer Solstices.  Equally, lunar interpretation could also be proposed. 

Observation last year of the Midwinter Solstice (sunrise) strongly suggests that Poulton’s henge has a winter connotation.

Further research and comparison with other sites is ongoing and will undoubtedly add to the growing historical and archaeological importance of the site.

The Poulton Project thanks you all for your invaluable support, without which such exciting developments could not be achieved.

On behalf of the Trustees and the site personnel we wish you all a happy New Year!

Mike Emery

PRP Site Director

